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all the religious systems with which they are familiar.

The question for us is how do we argue the
case for New Testament Christianity vs. world
religions? One answer is to show the genuineness of
Christianity in contrast to false human systems. The
Bible is clear in teaching that there is only “one faith”
(Ephesians 4:5). That “one faith” has been “once
delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). Also, we must be
able to show the superiority of Jesus Christ over any
other religious rival. When the inspired author of the
book of Hebrews wanted to show the superiority of
Christianity over Judaism he made a series of
contrasts:

v" Jesus Christ is superior to angels through whom
the Law of Moses was given (Hebrews 1:5-2:18).

v' Jesus Christ is greater than Moses and Joshua
(Hebrews 3-4).

v' Jesus’ priesthood is greater than that of the Old
Testament economy (Hebrews 5-7).

Another approach is to present Christianity as
being proved true on the basis of its historical claims.
Peter wrote, “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is
in you with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15). Did
Jesus Christ really live? Anyone who wishes to
examine the evidence cannot deny the historical reality
of Jesus. Philosophies of the East have little concern
for historical verification of their own belief systems.
One can be a Buddhist in good standing and deny that
Buddha ever existed. Hinduism has no known
founder, prophet, priest, king or doctrine. Yet, as
Wayne Jackson has correctly stated, “The success of
the religion of Jesus Christ can only be accounted for
on the basis of the divine origin of the movement, and
that supernatural origin is demonstrated by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”? We, as
Christians, will have to be prepared to defend the
existence of New Testament Christianity. To do so we
will need a good understanding of apologetics.

CHRISTIANITY? TEACHES A PERSONAL GOD

The God of heaven is an eternal, living Spirit
(John 4:24). He is Creator [through Christ] and
Sustainer of our universe (Acts 17:24; Colossians
1:16-17). In terms of character God is loving,
merciful and just. He will punish sin (Romans 1:18),
and reward the redeemed (2 Peter 3:9).

As Christians we have a personal relationship
with God. We pray to him as “our Father” (Matthew
6:9). We are exalted as his children (Galatians 3:26-
27). As such, we are his special people (1 Peter 2:9).
We have this special relationship through Jesus Christ
his Son and our mediator (1 Timothy 2:5).

There is nothing personal or personable about
the gods of eastern mysticism. Buddhists make much
of the fact that they claim to follow “one God”
(Deuteronomy 6:4). They deny the idea of God in
three persons as clearly taught in the New Testament
(Acts 5:3-4, 9), because it connects the human Jesus
with God. The Koran states, “So believe in Allah and
His apostles and do not say, Three. Forebear and it
shall be better for you. Allah is but one God” (Sura
4:171). Buddhism denies the existence of a personal
God, period. Hinduism believes in one real being
called Brahma (non-personal god above all others). It
is also polytheistic, allowing for many lesser deities.

CHRISTIANITY HOLDS TO AN OBJECTIVE
STANDARD OF TRUTH

According to the New Testament, truth is
objective [it originates outside of man]. Truth is in
God’s word (John 17:17). Truth is in Jesus Christ (1
Timothy 2:7). As an objective standard, truth can be
known (John 8:32), it can be believed (2
Thessalonians 2:12), and it can be obeyed (Romans
2:8). The gospel message regarding Jesus Christ is
“the word of truth” (2 Corinthians 6:7). To the
Christian truth is logical, systematic and consistent.
“God is not the author of confusion” (1 Corinthians
14:33). The Bible constitutes our all-sufficient and
infallible guide in all matters of faith and practice in
religion (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

The cults disallow any objective standard of
truth. To the Eastern mind truth is subjective, that is,
it comes from within one’s self by means of
meditation, intuition or enlightenment.
Trancedentalism, for example, teaches that truth is
perceived through intuition and that all authority-
based religion is to be rejected. To the Eastern mystic
truth is neither logical nor consistent.

CHRISTIANITY OFFERS A SAVIOR FOR SIN

The Bible teaches that all responsible human
beings are sinners (Romans 3:10, 23; 1 John 1:8-9).









Babylon and Assyria. They were the forerunners of
the many hundreds of tons of antiquities, which were
to reach Europe during the following century.

Claudius Rich, an English Archaeologist, and a
few other European travelers, had seen and
endeavored to copy some of the inscriptions,
particularly those in the vicinity of Persepolis at the
Tomb of Cyrus. Attention was directed to the
inscriptions at Behistun. Investigation revealed the
inscriptions were trilingual. The same cunciform text
was repeated in three different languages, the old
Persian, Elamite and Babylonian. The Rosetta Stone
with its parallel inscriptions in Greek and Egyptian
hieroglyphs served as a clue for the decipherment of
the Pharaonic pictographs. Now, the trilingual
inscriptions in Persia were to fulfill something of the
same role in deciphering the languages of the Behistun
Monument.

Notable among these early archaeologists was an
Englishman named Henry Creswicke Rawlinson
(1810-1895). At the age of seventeen Rawlinson
departed England for India. Aboard ship was a fellow-
passenger, Sir John Malcomb, a soldier, diplomat and
Oriental scholar of distinction. Lord Roberts suggests
in an introduction to Rawlinson's biography, “It was,
without doubt, an enormous advantage to the lad of
seventeen to be so closely associated with the
'Historian of Persia,’ whose tales of his battles with the
Mahrattas and his experiences among the Persians
probably fired Rawlinson’s youthful imagination and
gave that bent to his tastes which resulted in his
subsequent choice of a career.”

In 1835, Rawlinson was transferred to
Kermanshah, Persia (within twenty-two miles of the
rock), to reorganize and discipline the Shah's troops
so as to restore them to that state of efficiency to
which they had formally attained under the
supervision of British officers. Rawlinson possessed
great physical strength and stamina. On one occasion,
when it was necessary to warn the British
Ambassador at Teheran of dangers of the Russian
agent at Hermit, Rawlinson rode seven hundred fifty
miles in one hundred fifty consecutive hours. This was
indicative of his determination to accomplish that
which he set out to do. He worked on the translation
of the message for a decade before he was able to
publish it in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.

Soon after his arrival in Kermanshah he began to
survey the rock. He was soon aware that in a space

approximately twenty-five by fifty feet carved on the
rock “worth more to history than any equal space in
Asia,” he was dealing not with one language, but with
three, in the twelve hundred lines of inscriptions
which he copied. The threefold Persian, Elamite and
Babylonian--were written in cuneiform characters.
Knowing modern Persian, Rawlinson was able to
decipher the old Persian cuneiform. He centered his
attention on the personal names--Darius, Xerxes and
Hystaspes--much as the decipherment of the Rosetta
Stone had been done in the demotic Egyptian portion
of that monument.

On Rawlinson’s examination of the face of the
rock he found that the whole prepared area (about
twelve hundred square feet) had been carefully
smoothed and the unsound portion of the stone
replaced with better material, embedded in lead. After
this, the whole face had received a high polish which
could only have been accomplished by mechanical
means. After the figures and inscriptions had been cut,
it was coated with a coat of hard, siliceous varnish to
protect it. A mystery out of ancient times: How did
they polish the face of the rock? What kind of
“machinery” was used?

In 1835 Rawlinson began copying the Persian
and Elamite inscriptions, without the help of ladders
or ropes, simply by climbing down to the ledge
beneath the panell However, the intentional
inaccessibility of the location chosen by Darius for the
sculptures made the area to be reached in this way
very small. In Rawlinson’s return visits in later years,
ropes and ladders had to be used to read the more
remote panels. Even so, Babylonian inscriptions
remained inaccessible until 1847, when a chance
circumstance enabled Rawlinson to obtain “squeezes.”
He says:

At length, however, a wild Kurdish boy, who had

come from a distance, volunteered to make the

attempt, and I promised him considerable award

if he succeeded, . . .so that it cannot be

approached by any of the ordinary means of

climbing. The boy’s first move was to squeeze
himself up a cleft in the rock a short distance to

the left of the projecting mass. When he had

ascended some distance above it, he drove a

wooden peg firmly into the cleft, fastened a rope

to this, and then endeavored to swing himself

across to another cleft at some distance on the

other side; but in this he failed owing to the

projection of the rock. It then only remained for
him to cross over the cleft by hanging on by his
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we are to correct them and get them to make amends
for their faults.

We are to save brethren from the fire (Jude
23). Brethren who sin are lost! They are headed full
speed down the road to eternal destruction in hell. We
are to save them by “snatching them” (ASV) from
their sin and destruction. Their condition is so serious
that there is no time to waste. They are so near the
fire of hell that there is only time to “snatch” them
from the flames. They are “lingering on the brink of
woe,” and as Lot and his family lingered so that the
angels had to “snatch” them by the hand and get them
out of the city (Genesis 19:16), so we must snatch
brethren who sin out of the fire.

This is indeed a most serious responsibility
with very grave consequences if we fail to discharge
it. Our failure will result in the sinner losing his soul
and may result in our losing our own souls. It will
likewise result in the church being polluted and
corrupted and its influence greatly damaged.

Paul commanded the Corinthians to “Purge
out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new
lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our
passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7).
Then he said to them, “For I am jealous over you with
godly jealously: for I have espoused you to one
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2-3). Of Christ and the
church, Paul said, “That he might present it to himself
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish™ (Ephesians 5:27).

God knew that it would be impossible for His
children to live perfect lives in a world where they are
surrounded daily with sin and temptations of every
sort. The newborn Christian is spotless, cleansed of
every sin by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. Yet,
temptations are so many, and the weaknesses of the
flesh so universal, that those who live will make
mistakes. This means that God’s plan for saving man
must, of necessity, include not only a way of securing
the forgiveness of those sins one has committed
before becoming a Christian, but also a means of
securing forgiveness of those sins that will be

 committed after one becomes a Christian. Now God

did not provide this “second law of pardon™ to
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encourage us to sin. Paul asked, “What shall we say
then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace my abound?
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live
any longer therein?’ (Romans 6:1-2). Our loving
Heavenly Father knew that we would sin and
therefore by His loving grace provided a means of
cleansing our purification.

Continuous Faith is Necessary. When one
becomes a Christian he or she is a babe in Christ and
must continue to grow in faith and in the knowledge
of the Lord (1 Peter 2:1-2). Paul suggested to the
Colossians that they “continue in the faith grounded
and settled” (Colossians 1:23). In the Ephesian letter
he emphasizes that above all, Christians should take
the shield of faith wherewith they are able to “Quench
the fiery darts of the wicked” (Ephesians 6:16).
Christians are urged to: “let us hold fast the
profession of our faith without wavering” (Hebrews
10:23). All this is commanded because “without faith
it is impossible to please” God. So if the Christian
should lose faith, it would not be possible for him to
receive the forgiveness of sins committed after he
became a Christian. However, just as faith alone is not
sufficient for the alien sinner to receive the
forgiveness of sins, it is not sufficient for the erring
child of God to receive the forgiveness of his sins.

Repentance Is Necessary. God requires men
to repent as often as they commit sin. Remission of
sins never comes without repentance. Simon the
Sorcerer was commanded to “Repent therefore of this
thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought
of thine heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts 8:22). It is
not hard to see that repentance was a definite
condition of his forgiveness. Jesus declared in
reproving the church at Ephesus, “Remember
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and
do the first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent” (Revelation 2:5). God’s
mercy delays our destruction that we may have time
to repent (2 Peter 3:9). The sinner, and that means
every sinner, must be moved by faith to repent before
forgiveness is possible.

Confession Is Necessary. The alien sinner in
becoming a Christian must confess faith in Jesus
Christ. The erring child of God is required to confess
the sin or sins he has committed in order to receive
forgiveness (1 John 1:9). Forgiveness of sins is

(Continued on page 23)
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THE MAN JABEZ (Vs. 9)

Jabez was one of the noble sons of the tribe
of Judah (Vs. 1). Jabez certainly excelled many in his
generation. He is not, however, the central figure of
the book of Chronicles. That distinction belongs to
David. Jabez is a man of small renown. Yet, much
can be learned from God’s faithful sons and
daughters no matter how great or obscure they may
be (Hebrews 11:32-40).

His mother named him Jabez, as she said,
“Because I bare him with sorrow.” Literally, his
name means, “that which causes pain.” Expositors
love to speculate as to the reason for a mother so
naming her son: Did she bring him into this world
with an unusually difficult delivery? Was the time of
his birth contemporary with the event of her
widowhood (if such she was)? Was his name
intended to denote some poverty and/or hardship in
her life? It appears that the sorrow refers to unusual
difficulty surrounding childbirth, rather than to any
attendant circumstances of domestic trial: “Because
I bore him in pain” (RSV); “Because of the pain he
caused his mother during birth” (CIV).

Whatever the reason for his name we know
that by comparison Jabez “was more honorable than
his brethren.” To his mother Jabez was associated
with some particular sorrow. Sometimes where
there is sorrow in earlier events, there will be great
comfort in the sequel. At times we have to sow in
tears before we can reap in joy.

The prayer of Jabez tells us something of the
type of man he was. People who pray such prayers
usually excel in character. From the heart of this
honorable man his noble prayer is here recorded in a
few words.

THE PRAYER OF JABEZ (Vs. 10)

“Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed.”
We often ask God to bless us when we pray. The
word “indeed” suggests blessings that are truly
blessings. Paul used the designation “indeed” to
describe widows who were truly destitute, with no
children or relatives to care for them (1 Timothy
5:3). There are many things for which people wish
that might be more curses than real blessings, i.e.,
money, power, honor and success. Jabez wanted
what God considered best for him — blessings

indeed!

“Enlarge my coast.” Bear in mind that the
Chronicles were written after Judah’s captivity. The
returning remnant found themselves back in the land
of promise with land to be reclaimed (Cf,
Deuteronomy 12:20; 19:8). We know nothing of
the occasion surrounding Jabez’s prayer, but rather
than greed for more land it may have been a request
for the recovery of acreage wrongfully taken from
him.

It would be proper for Christians today to
ask God to enlarge their “borders” in the figurative
senses of service and activity in his church. Are you
comfortable with the least amount of work and
service that you can do? Ask the Lord to enlarge
your borders! Take advantage of opportunities.
Don’t bury your talents! No one should be content
with the spiritual status quo — there is so much to
do, learn and enjoy. The fields of evangelism are
white unto harvest!

“And that thine hand might be with me.”
Jabez acknowledged the providence of God in his
life (Ezra 7:9; Psalm 80:17). In our “enlightened”
age men often want to shut God out of his own
created sphere. Some people attribute all things to
chance, fate or circumstance. Men sometimes boast
that they can do well enough without God (Luke
12:16-21). The Old Testament Jews, as do faithful
Christians today, typically believed in the personal
God who created the universe and sustains it by the
word of his power (Hebrews 1:3).

“And that thou wouldest keep me from evil,
that it may not grieve me.” Jabez prayed that he
might be able to face any evil and not be overcome
by it. We are taught by Jesus Christ to pray in a
similar fashion (Matthew 6:13; cf., James 1:14).

PROBLEMS

It is right for us to love the prayer of Jabez in
1 Chronicles 4:9-10. It would be wrong for us to
make it more than it really is. Mr. Wilkinson calls
the prayer of Jabez the “miracle of Jabez” (p. 90).
He assures us that if we use the prayer Jabez we will
see miracles happen (presumably after one has
purchased his book). Mr. Wilkinson writes, “God
will release His miraculous power in your life now”
(p. 92). Miraculous powers were given to Jesus’
disciples (Luke 10:1-17); his apostles (Matthew









emanated from the High God of Light. He had not
come “in the flesh,” but in ghost-like, Docetic
appearance. Christ did, indeed, appear. He taught His
disciples but as a heavenly being, not one of flesh and
blood. Gnostics denied the humanity of Christ. The
apostle Paul stated, in the face of rising Gnosticism,
“For in him [Jesus Christ] dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). His compass of
the ministry of Jesus Christ—from heaven—to
earth—and back to the heavenly is stated fully:
“Without controversy, great is the mystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up into glory” (1
Timothy 3:16).

About the years A. D. 85-90, John writes his
Gospel and his First Epistle. He begins his Gospel by
stating clearly: “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God...And the Word was made flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:1, 14). His First Epistle begins
with the testimony of an intimate bosom companion
of Jesus who declared, we (John and other apostles)
heard Him with our own ears, we have seen Him with
our own eyes, and we have handled His fleshly body
with our own hands (1 John 1:1-3).

John boldly incriminates those who deny that
Christ came in the flesh as liars and antichnists. Hear
him: “And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it
should come; and even now already is it in the world”
(1 John 4:3). “Who is a liar but he that denieth that
Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the
Father and the Son” (1 John 2:22). “Little children, it
is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist
shall come, even now are there many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the last time” (1 John
2:18). “For many deceivers are entered into the world,
who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.
This is a deceiver and an antichrist” (2 John 7).

Furthermore, John in his writings, refutes the
growing menaces of Gnosticism by identifying the
true Light. John turns the word /ight, as misused by
the Gnostics, against them and their heresy. Rather
than Light being the god above the God of Creation,
he shows the true Light is the God of Creation: “God
is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5).
John identifies Jesus, born of the virgin Mary,

conceived in her womb by the Holy Spirit of God, as
the Immanuel of prophecy (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew
1:19-25). This Immanuel (God with us) is “the image
of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). “For in him
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead [deity]
bodily” (Colossians 2:9). Jesus Christ said of Himself,
“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). Paul urged
Timothy to keep the commandments “of our Lord
Jesus Christ...Who only hath immortality, dwelling in
the light which no man can approach unto...” (1
Timothy 6:14-16).

The children of God walk in the light with the
God of Light (1 John 1:5-7). There is no darkness in
the God of the Apostles, neither is there darkness in
the children of the true God of light. “Ye are the light
of the world” (Matthew 5:14-16). God’s children are
made to be “partakers of the inheritance of the saints
in light...delivered from the power of
darkness...translated into the kingdom of his dear
son” (Colossians 1:12-14). His children are a “chosen
generation...called out of darkness into his marvelous
light (1 Peter 2:9). “Ye [Christians] are all the
children of light, and the children of the day: we are
not of the night, nor of darkness” (1 Thessalonians
5:5). Paul praises the God of heaven “who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness [who]
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). The children of God are
to “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:11).

The apostle Paul summed up the fullness of
divinity in Jesus Christ as he wrote to the Philippian
saints, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself
of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is above every
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth; And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father” (Philippians 2:5-11).

Christians may ever be grateful for the God of
love, who sent the light of His Son Jesus Christ to
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represents God’s presence more than any other
place.

The Church Is Not For Men’s Glory. God
did not want altars used to worship Him that in any
way glorified men. He instructed Moses in Exodus
20:22-26, that altars of stone should not be hewn
with men’s tools lest it be profaned; and that steps
going up to the altar not be used so as to expose the
priest’s nakedness. It should not be used for
showing-off man’s craftiness or as a stage for
sensual entertainment. The artisans selected to make
the tabernacle, furnishings, and priestly clothing at
Sinai were miraculously gifted to accomplish their
work for the glory of God (Exodus 31:1-11). Thus,
the tabernacle service was not to show man’s
craftsmanship but God’s work.

In the New Testament church, Paul worked
“within the limits of the sphere which God appointed
us...not boasting of things beyond measure, that is,
in other men’s labors” (2 Corinthians 10:12-18). He
tried to avoid adding to another man’s preaching
labors lest he appear to receive glory for greater
work than his own. A Christian must not “[be]
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding
fast to the Head...[or to] subject yourselves to
regulations-Do not touch, do not taste, do not
handle...according to the commandments and
doctrines of men? These things indeed have an
appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false
humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value
against the indulgence of the flesh” (Colossians
2:18-23). Either through the Old Law of Moses
before Christ came, or now through the New Law of
Jesus Christ and His church since His death and
resurrection, it is clear that in serving God emphasis
must always be on God’s powerful plan to save
sinners, Jesus Christ’s peerless presentation of that
plan, and the Holy Spirit’s precise preservation of
that plan. The emphasis should not be centered on
the works of the saved (“Look what we have
done”), the sacrifices of the worshipers (“Worship
must entertain us”), or the beliefs of the church (“All
must believe what we teach by mantras, rituals,
ceremonies, catechisms, creeds, manuals, or
disciplines”). Christians are to be liberated from
devotion to an opulent, ornate church building;
debasement by worldly, profane, idolatrous displays;
the disgrace of “holy” seasons or services; or other
ungodly distractions from the real spiritual

objectives of the church.

Shrines To Apostasy. Having this Bible
truth before us, to what degree does one apostatize
who turns buildings into “religious relics,” “shrines,”
or “temples?” Those religions opposed to God may
have such, and even name these edifices for living,
dead, mythological or beautified personages. People
who have been steeped in traditional, mystical,
ritual, or material religions seek this recognition and
thus there are temples or shrines to Buddha, Shiva,
Diana, Apollo; mosques in memory of Muhammad,
cathedrals to “Saint Paul” “Saint Peter,” “Saint
Mary,” or “Saint John.” One has but to walk
through the historic church buildings of England
(Westminster Abbey, St. Paul’s Cathedral, or similar
structures in Canterbury, Cambridge, York, or
throughout England) to learn why its religion has
died, for their buildings are memorials to men rather
than God. Walls, pews, stones, plaques, steps,
stained glass windows all are devoted to men and
movements and not to God. England’s church
buildings have become mausoleums, museums,
marketplaces, or manageries whose rituals are but
funeral cosmetics for church corpses. They are
headstones of human history rather than awesome
altars for the Almighty!

It is sad, indeed, when any church of Christ
adopts this deadly trait, and also “teaches men so”
(Matthew 5:19). Leaders in apostasy always seem to
point the finger of accusation at other apostates and
say, “We’re not like them.” But they are. It matters
not whether the direction of apostasy is to the
“right” or to the “left” but only that it is “away
from” Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 4:1-“depart from the
faith”). Let us not divide over men’s names, men’s
doctrines, men’s buildings, or men’s methods, but
rather let us “be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgement” (1
Corinthians 1:10-13). Our Lord prayed that it be so
“that the world may believe that You sent Me”
(John 17:20-21).—125 The Trace, Dover, TN
37058
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“The effectual fervent prayer of a
g righteous man availeth much”
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(James 5:16).



















NN

have service at that moment? Some may have died
without giving this necessary reassurance to someone
who meant the most to them. Jesus said, "He who has
My commandments and keeps them, it is he who
loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My
Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to
him." (John 14:21, NKJV). Obey the gospel of Christ
and live for him, now (John 15:13-14; Mark 16:15-
16; Romans 12:1-2). Let no day go by without telling
and showing God and men that we love them.
We love Him because He first loved us. If
someone says, ‘I love God,” and hates his
brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love
his brother whom he has seen, how can he love
God whom he has not seen? And this
commandment we have from Him: that he who
loves God must love his brother also (1 John
4:19-21, NKJV).

The 110-story Twin Towers became 5-story
high rubble in 45 seconds, which should graphically
remind everyone that this world itself and everything
in it will end someday. The only lasting tribute to
each human will be whether or not we have obeyed
God (1 John 2:15-17; 2 Peter 3:9-11; 2 Corinthians
5:1-5).

The one ingredient missing from American’s
“bumper sticker ideology” since that barbarous attack
in New York is an admission of ungodliness and
contrition! The U.S. Courts, with some approval of
Federal laws, have been on a course for decades of
crowding God’s Law from all law. Evolution denies
God as Creator; Abortion, euthanasia, DNA
replication abuse deny God as Life-Giver; divorce
(with its consequent spouse/child abuses), “free sex”
(with its myriad of consequent diseases), and
homosexual perversions deny God as the Father who
made us male/female, gave us marriage and family in
which we should develop love, trust, respect,
intimacy and stability. Always God gives those who
“did not like to have God in their knowledge...over to
a debased mind” (Romans 1:28, Cf, verses 18-32).
The American Government has legally removed God
from its people and now says, “God Bless America.”
Is this a command or a prayer? If it is a command,
then this war may end the way godless Communist
Russia ended when it fought this same Afghanistan!
But if it is a prayer, then American Government
Leaders should be on their knees confessing the
sinful way this country has been led of late!

Jeremiah prophesied to a morally bankrupt
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Judea. God said their problem had become “You
refuse to be ashamed. Will you not from this time cry
to Me” (3:3-4), and when their sins were made
evident, “no one takes if to heart” (12:11). Now is the
time to “Hear and give ear: Do not be proud, For the
Lord has spoken” (13:15). The unrepentant are never
ready for mass destruction, the impenitent are never
completely victorious, and the penitent are the only
ones truly blessed by God (Acts 17:30-31). The
gospel of Jesus Christ, with its appeal and motive to
repent, is the only solution for sinful hatred.
[2] Because evil men will not listen to God.
God forbids “murders” and “slaughters” (Genesis
9:6; Matthew 15:16-20; Galatians 5:19-21), and those
who refuse to obey His law are reduced to ungodly
behavior (1 Timothy 1:8-11).
The Christian hears this law:
I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ and the elect angels that you observe
these things without prejudice, doing nothing
with partiality. Do not lay hands on anyone
hastily, nor share in other people's sins; keep
yourself pure (1Timothy 5:21-22, NKJV).
A Christian recognizes that this pagan act was
not committed by all Muslims, all Afghanis, all
whites, all foreigners, or all religious people, and
therefore will not “rush to prejudgment.”
Those who claim to be Islamic but stoop to
such violence, have contradicted their own “prophet,
Mohammed” and blaspheme their god, “Allah.”
Their bible, the Qur’'an (meaning “thing read”)
teaches them to: “Fight for the sake of Allah those that
fight against you, but do not attack them first. Allah
does not love the aggressors. Kill them wherever you
find them.. Fight against them until idolatry is no more
and Allah's religion reigns supreme. But if they mend
their ways, fight none except the evil-doers.” (Qur ‘an,
sura 2).
¢+ This means they should only fight against “those
that fight against you” but those who planned the
“Tower Terror” killed people who were not
fighting against Muslim/Afghanis;

« they should “not attack them first” but they made a
“first strike” against non-aggressors;

+¢ they should “kill them wherever you find them” but
they passed by thousands of people to target some
in certain planes and buildings;

« they should not stop “until idolatry is no more and
Allah’s religion reigns supreme” but they have not
embarked on a genocide and only fought enough
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